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Health in Africa and the Post 2015 Millennium Development 

Agenda: A Three Day Symposium 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

May 20-22, 2014 
 

Conference Program 
 
TUESDAY, MAY 19 
Arrival of participants at the Hawthorn Suites Hotel, 101 Trade Center Drive, Champaign, 
Illinois 61820. 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 
 
7:45 am   Registration 
 
8:00-8:30  Welcome Remarks 

 
Professor Diana Grigsby-Toussaint (Welcome Remarks and Introductions) 

 
Dean Barbara Wilson, Harry E. Preble Dean, Kathyrn Lee Baynes 
Dallenbach Professor, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 

 
Dean Tanya M. Gallagher, Dean of the College of Applied Health 
Sciences 

 
8:30-8:45  Introduction 

Juliet Iwelunmor, Diana Grigsby-Toussaint, Ezekiel Kalipeni, University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

 
Session 1:   New Emerging Infectious Diseases 

Chair: Diana S. Grigsby-Toussaint 
 
8:45-9.20 Plenary Talk: Dr. Mosoka P. Fallah: Head of Case Detection 

Montserrado Incident Management System (M-IMS) Ministry of Health 
and Social Welfare, Republic of Liberia 
Using mHealth to address Ebola in Liberia 

 
9:20-9:35 Alexandra Shapiro (Colgate University, New York), Jenna Bryfonski, 

Anna Hoefler, Ezekiel Kalipeni 
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Examining the West African Ebola Outbreak through the Application of 
the Disease Ecology Framework 

 
9:35-9:50  Guy-Lucien S. Whembolua (University of Cincinnati, Ohio), Koffi N. 

Maglo, Daudet Ilunga Tshiswaka, Donaldson Conserve, Muswamba 
Mwamba, Darly Kambamba  
The sociocultural factors associated with epidemics: The case of the 2014 
Ebola Outbreak 

 
9: 50-10:00  Questions 
 
10:00-10: 10  Break 
 
Session 2:   Challenges and Opportunities for Health in Africa 

Chair: Jenna Dixon 
 
10:10-10:25  Elizabeth Wachira (Texas Woman’s University), Joseph R. Oppong 

A Political Ecology of Africa’s Brain Drain Crisis 
 
10:25:10:40  Imelda K. Moise (USAID funded MEASURE Evaluation and John Snow 

Inc.), Serge Bisore, Jean Pierre Rwantabagu, Florence Munezero, Asmini 
Hassan, Longin Gashubije, Sublime Nkindiyabarimakurinda, and Moussa 
Ly, A Partner Mapping Exercise to Inform Aid Coordination and 
Management for Health System Strengthening in Burundi 

 
10:40-10:55 Antar Jutla (West Virginia University, West Virginia), Thanh Huong, 

Nguyen, Juliet Iwelunmor, Managing burden of diarrheal diseases in Sub-
Saharan Africa 

 
10:55-11:10  Vincent Z. Kuuire (University of Western Ontario, Canada), Joseph 

Kangmennaang1, Kilian N. Atuoye, Sierra Vercillo, Sheila Boamah, 
Roger Antabe, Jonathan A. Amoyaw, Isaac Luginaah  
Timing and Utilization of Antenatal Care Service in Nigeria and Malawi 

 
11:10-11:20  Questions 
 
Session 3:   Towards Sustainable Solutions for Health in Africa 
   Chair: Charles Nzioka 
 
11:20-11:35  Nguyen, Thanh Huong (University of Illinois, Urbana Champaign,    
   Illinois), Juliet Iwelunmor, Wu Chi-Fang,Patrick Degnan, Joanna  
   Shisler, The role of water, climate change and sustainable solutions  
   for health in Africa 
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11:35-11:50 Juliet Iwelunmor, Sarah Blackstone, Ezekiel Kalipeni (University of 
Illinois, Urbana Champaign, Illinois), Collins Airhihenbuwa, Gbenga 
Ogedegbe 
Sustainability of health interventions in Africa: What is it and why does it 
matter? 

 
11:50-12:00  Questions 
 
 
12:00-12:15  Remarks from Provost Adesida 
 
 
12:20-1:20  Lunch  Break  
 
 
Session 4:   Food Security, Nutrition and Health 

Chair: Joseph Oppong 
 
1:20-1:35  Hanson Nyantakyi-Frimpong (The University of Western Ontario, 

Canada), Rachel Bezner Kerr 
Health, Food Security and Nutrition in Africa and the Post-2015 MDGs: 
Lessons from Ghana and Malawi 

 
1:35-1:50  Richard Bukenya (University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign), Joyce  
   Kinabo, Cornellio Nyaruhucha, Peter Mamiro 

and Juan Andrade  
Assessment of Nutrient Adequacy of Complementary Foods for Infants and 
Young Children in Morogoro, Tanzania. 

 
1:50-2:05  John H. Muyonga (Makerere University, Uganda) 

Can Return to Traditional African Foods Help Alleviate Malnutrition on 
the Continent of Africa? 

 
2:05-2:15  Questions 
 
 
2.15-2:25  Break 
 
 
Session 5:  Aging and Noncommunicable/Degenerative Diseases 

Chair: Lucy Mkandawire-Valhmu  
 
2:25-2:40  Ama Pokuaa Fenny (University of Ghana, Accra, Ghana) 

Live to 70 Years and over or Suffer in Silence: Understanding Health 
Insurance Status among the Elderly under the NHIS in Ghana 
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2:40-2:55  Eric Y. Tenkorang (Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. John’s, 

Canada), Vincent Z. Kuuire  
Non-communicable Diseases in Ghana: Does the Theory of Social 
Gradient in Health Hold? 

 
2:55-3:10  Jude Saji (Health of Population in Transition [HoPiT] Research Group, 

Yaounde, Cameroon) Weight Status Changes and Uncontrolled 
Urbanization in Cameroon: Current and Future Health Challenges 

 
3:10-3:25 Bizu Gelaye (Department of Epidemiology, Harvard T. H. Chan School of 

Public Health) 
Lessons Learned: Non-Communicable Diseases Prevention and Control in 
Ethiopia 

 
3:25-:3:40  Questions 
 
 
3:40-3:50  Break 
 
Session 6  Case Studies on Gender, Culture, and Health in Africa 
   Chair:Chinelo C. Okigbo 
 
3:50-4:05 Ucheoma Nwaozuru (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Illinois), 

Sarah R. Blackstone, Juliet Iwelunmor. Perceptions of Childhood Malaria 
and Care-seeking Practices among mothers in Lagos, Nigeria 

 
4:05-4:20 Oyapero A. (Lagos State University Teaching Hospital), Ogunbanjo BO. 

Maternal perception about early childhood caries at the Lagos State 
University Teaching Hospital, Ikeja 

 
4:20-4:35 Yewande Sofolahan-Oladeinde (University of Maryland Baltimore), D. F. 

Conserve, Juliet I. Iwelunmor  
Exploring the Cultural Context of Managing HIV Serodiscordance in 
Intimate and Reproductive Relationships among Women Living with 
HIV/AIDS in Southwest Nigeria 

 
4:35-4:45  Questions  
 
4:45-5:15 Plenary Talk: Dr Collins .O. Airhihenbuwa, Department of 

Biobehavioral Health, Penn State University, Why Culture Matters in 
Bridging Gaps in Health Inequity Globally  
 

5:15-5:25  Questions 
 
5:25-5:30pm  Pertinent announcements and adjournment of meeting for the 
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day 
 
 
THURSDAY, MAY 21 
  
 
7:30-8:15am  Tea/Coffee/Snacks in Conference Room 
 
 
Session 7:  Tackling the HIV/AIDS Epidemic 

Chair: Nanzen Kaphagawani 
 
8:15-8:30 Charles Nzioka (Department of Sociology, University of Nairobi) 

Grappling with the Challenges of Health Systems Strengthening in 
Response to HIV and AIDS in Kenya 

 
8:30-8:45  Eliza Mary Johannes (IDA, Alexandria, Virginia) 

Kenya’s Progress towards Millennium Development Goal Six: 
Incorporating the Turkana Nomads Living with HIV/AIDS into Kenya’s 
Health Policy Framework of 2012-2030 

 
8:45-9:00  Rande Webster (Dominican University of California, San Rafael, CA), 

Jayati Ghosh, Ezekiel Kalipeni 
Role of Education in Combating HIV/AIDS Crisis in South Africa: A Study 
of Youth and Teachers in the Eastern Cape City of Port Elizabeth 

 
9:00-9:15  Jayati Ghosh (Dominican University of California, San Rafael, CA), 

Rande Webster, Ezekiel Kalipeni 
HIV/AIDS Education in South African Schools: The Case of Youth 
Enrolled in a Township High School in the City of Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa 

 
9:15-9:25  Questions 
 
9:25-9:35  Break 
 
Session 8:  Infant and Child Morbidity and Mortality 
   Chair: Natasha Oyibo 
 
9:35-9:50  Assata Zerai (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Illinois) 

Hypermasculinity, State Violence, and MDG Shortfalls: Water, Sanitation, 
and Child Morbidity in Zimbabwe 

 
9:50-10:05 Vissého Adjiwanou and Alehegn Worku Engdaw, Universtity of Cape 

Town, “Environmental Health Hazards and Under-Five Mortality in Sub-
Saharan Africa: Analysis Using Multilevel Discrete-Time Hazard Model.” 
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10:05-10:20  Ezekiel Kalipeni (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), Poonam 

Jusrut 
Assessing the Reduction of Infant Mortality Rates in Malawi over the 
1990-2010 Decades 

 
10:20-10:35  Sarah R. Blackstone (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, Illinois), 

Ucheoma Nwaozuru, Juliet Iwelunmor 
Why are children dying in Nigeria: Evidence from the 2013 Demographic 
Health Survey 

 
10:35-10:50  Questions 
 
10:50-11:00  Break  
 
Session 9  Advancing the Health of Women and Children   

Chair: Eliza Mary Johannes 
 
11:00-11:15  Chinelo C. Okigbo (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, North 

Carolina), Korede K. Adegoke, Comfort Z. Olorunsaiye,  
Assessing Reproductive Health Indicators in Nigeria from 1990-2013 
 

11:15-11:30 Sandra Darfour-Oduro (University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), 
Diana Grigsby-Toussaint 
The Impact of Health Policies on Lifestyle Behaviors among Adolescent 
Girls in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 
11:30-11:45  Nanzen Caroline Kaphagawani (Malawi College of Health Sciences, 

Zomba, Malawi)  
Factors Contributing to Teenage Pregnancy in Zomba District, Malawi: 
The Role of Cultural Beliefs, Contraceptive Use and Knowledge on 
Reproductive and Sexual Health 

 
11:45-12:00  Lucy Mkandawire-Valhmu (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin) 
Advancing the Health of Women and Children in Southern Malawi 
through Global Partnerships: An Analysis of One Academic-community 
Collaboration 
 

12:00-12:15  Questions and Welcome Remarks from Provost Reitumetse Obakeng 
Mabokela  

 
12:20: 1:20  Lunch Break   
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Session 10:   Maternal Morbidity/Mortality  

Chair: Assata Zerai 
 
1:20-1:35  Linda L. Semu (McDaniel College, Maryland) 

Perilous Outcomes: The Intersection of Culture, Maternal Health 
(Mortality and Morbidity) and HIV/AIDS on Malawian Women in the 
Face of an International Development Consensus 

 
1:35-1:50  Natasha Oyibo (Middlesex University, London, UK), John Watt, Gordon 

Weller 
Risk Communication as a Strategy for Tackling Maternal Mortality in 
Nigeria 

 
1:50-2:05 Kilian Atuoye (Western University, London, Canada), Jonathan A. 

Amoyaw, Vincent Z. Kuuire, Meghan McMorris, Sierra Vercillo, Sheila 
Boamah, Roger Antabe, Joseph Kangmennaang, Isaac Luginaah,  
Access to and Utilization of Skilled Birth Attendants in the Context of 
MDG 5 in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 
2:05-2:20  Questions 
 
2.20-2:30  Break 
 
Session 11: Determinants and Prevention of Risk-Factors Influencing Health in 

Africa  
Chair: Guy-Lucien S. Whembolua 

 
2:50-3:05 Eric Y. Tenkorang  (Memorial University, St. John’s, Canada), Vincent 

Kuuire, Isaac Luginaah, Emmanuel Banchani. Hypertension in Ghana: 
Prevalence and Risk Factors  

 
3:05-3:20 Joseph R. Oppong  (University of North Texas, Denton, Texas), 

Emmanuel Aggrey-Korsah, Adobea Yaa Owusu, Regina Edziyie. 
Unravelling Ghana’s Market Fires – A Gendered and Structural Analysis  
 

3:20-3:35 Odujoko Tolulope (Lagos State University Teaching Hospital 
(LASUTH),Idris  Oladipo, Ojomu Funke, Adedokun Ayoade: The Effect 
of Spirituality on Medication Adherence among Hypertensive Patients at a 
Nigerian Teaching Hospital 

3:35-3:50 Gabriel Picone (Department of Economics, University of South Florida), 
Determinants and Prevention of Low Birth Weight in sub-Saharan Africa: 
The Effects of Bed Net Distribution. 

 
3:50:4:05  Questions 
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4.05-4:15  Break 
4:15-4:45 Plenary Talk: Dr. Charles Rotimi, Center for Research on Genomics and 

Global Health National Human Genome Research Institute National 
Institutes of Health, Exploring the patterns and Determinants of Common 
Complex Diseases in the African Diaspora and Other Human Populations  

 
4:45-5:00  Questions 
 
5:00 pm  Announcements and Adjournment for the Day 
 
 
 
FRIDAY, MAY 22 
 
 
7:30-8:30am:   Tea/Coffee/Snacks in Conference Room 
 
Session 12:  Health and Place   

Chair: Jenna Dixon 
 
8:30-8:45  Joseph R. Oppong (University of North Texas, Denton, Texas), Tschakert 

Petra Vulnerable People, Vulnerable Places and Buruli Ulcer in Ghana 
 
8:45-9:00  Warangkana Ruckthongsook (University of North Texas, Denton, Texas), 

Joseph R. Oppong 
The Impact of Land Use and Land Cover Change on the Spatial 
Distribution of Buruli Ulcer in Southwest Ghana 

 
9:00-9:15  Emmanuel Aggrey-Korsah (University of North Texas, Denton, Texas), 

Joseph R. Oppong: Researching Urban Slum Health in Nima-Maamobi, 
Accra, Ghana 

 
9:15-9:30 James M. Ntambi (Departments of Biochemistry and of Nutritional 

Sciences, University of Wisconsin-Madison), Diana Grigsby-Toussaint 
The Dual Burden of Diseases in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 
9:30-9:45  Questions 
9:45-9:55  Break 
 
Session 13  Building and Measuring Capacity for Health Research in Africa 
   Chair: Isaac Luginaah 
 
9:55-10:10 Bamidele Tayo (Loyola University, Stritch School of Medicine), 

Ogedegbe, Freddy Zizi, Albert Amoah, Richard Adanu, Gbenga Ogedegbe 
A Novel Training Model to Build Capacity in Cardiovascular Health 
Research in Sub-Saharan Africa: Experience from the CaRT Institute 
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10:10-10:25  Jenna Dixon (University of Waterloo, Canada), Susan J. Elliott, Elijah 

Bisung Measuring What Matters: Toward a Global Index of Wellbeing 
 
10:25-10:40  Soazic Elise Wang Sonne (United Nations University-Maastricht, 

Maastricht, The Netherlands),Eleonora Nillesen  
Long-term Effects of Violent Conflict on Second-generation Health 
Outcomes: Evidence from Liberia 

 
10:40-10:55  Kwadwo Boakye (University of North Texas, Denton, Texas), Joseph R. 

Oppong, Chetan Tiwari 
Emergency Response Services in Ghana: The Case of Kumasi 

 
10:55-11:05  Questions 
 
11:05-11:10  Break 
 
Session 14  Policy Implications of Health Research in Sub-Saharan Africa 
   Chair: Soazic Elise Wang Sonne   
 
11:10-11:25  John Oryema (University of South Florida, Florida), Gabriel Picone 

The Impact of Debt Relief on Child Mortality 
 
11:25-11:40  Julia Nonyerem Ogwunga (Alvan Ikoku Federal College of Education, 

Nigeria): Recommendations and Future Directions for the Millennium 
Development Goals: Mental Health a Must Inclusion – Spotlighting 
Nigeria 

 
11:40-11:50  Questions 
 
Session 15   Concluding Roundtable Discussions 

Chairs: Juliet Iwelunmor, Diana Grigsby-Toussaint and Ezekiel Kalipeni 
 
11:50-12.20  Way Forward: Recommendations, Future Directions and Outcomes of  
   Symposium 
 
12:20   Lunch/Official Adjournment of Conference 

  



12 
 

MAPS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS ATURBANA-CHAMPAIGN AND 
LOCATION OF HAWTHORN SUITES HOTEL 

 
MAP 1: UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

-  

Key is on following page 
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Key for Map 1 
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LOCATION OF URBANA AND CHAMPAIGN ON INTERSTATES 57, 74, AND 72 
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LOCATION OF THE HAWTHORN SUITES IN RELATION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ILLINOIS CAMPUS DISTRICT 
 
 

 



16 
 

 


